SCAC 2012 season

AGM 25th October at (to be confirmed)  20.00

The Clubs aim is to provide an exciting fishing environment and for this reason we wish to keep stocking the water over the coming years to make it one of the 'premier' Scottish Carp waters along the lines of some popular commercials down south. We have a fantastic location but more fish to complement the already excellent pike water should allow everyone to increase their catch rates. 
The stocking of fish in spring this year (58 fish at 5-20+lb, average 8-10lb) has resulted in some catches late this summer and we would like to repeat this stocking in spring 2012 with a similar batch. We have meanwhile, been offered some good 10-14lb fish at a fantastic rate and are keen to complete this deal allowing us to get another 60 odd fish into the water during October. This would mean over a 100 carp over 10lb for this year alone, quite an achievement for 2011. (Please remember that the water was stocked with carp in 08 and 09 with over 1000+ fish in total, admittedly small at 6-10" but some will have survived and will have grown to 2-3-4lb fish)
A lot of work has been put into the loch for 2011 and we aim to carry on with more improvements for the 2012 season. We have various projects in the pipeline, some which are mentioned below.

Pike fishing has been good this year, regular catches with the biggest recorded to 18lb which is a loch record under the clubs history.  Catching carp and silver fish has been hard work all season but late on some good fish has come out with a season best carp at 14lb, well done to Martin Bailey . (Please note that the majority of carp were caught on maggots, no artificial baits have worked well to date.)
Our new platforms and a few cleared edge swims have given access to the shallower top end of the lake. We will add more swims in the coming season to give more members access although in fairness, we have never to date, seen it too busy in any areas. There will also be more weed cutting to open up some swims for better access to lily beds further out.
We have applied for grants to improve on the walkways around the loch along with creating areas for bivvies/brollies. The Melrose side (north) suffers from heavy rain so firmer and dryer areas will be welcome by all. We will keep you posted regarding this as we get more information but any work will not be carried out until 2012 financial year ie late spring onwards.
Simple galvanised cages have been made and sunk in selected areas ( two to date and more to follow) to give smaller fish a safe haven for bird and predator attacks. We will clearly mark them with a float (or post) so be aware and fish some 6' (1.8mts) off them to protect your tackle.

Membership fees for 2012;
Fee's have been static for many years and we are faced with increased fixed costs such as liability insurance but also general maintenance of the site itself, we are now also going to have to pay for an annual dam inspection and on top of this we wish to carry on with our re-stocking program as already mentioned.

A number of anglers have asked for permission to fish nights and we think its right to cater for them for 2012 and onwards but will monitor this carefully for any signs of abuse.

For all the reasons outlined above the following fees will apply for the 2012 season:

Adult membership fee £40 (new member joining fee +£10)
Junior under 16years (fishing with an adult member)  £5

Junior 16yrs to under 20, special fee of £25
Night license for season +£10 (adults 20+yrs only, junior member free with adult member)
Re-issue of a lost license £10

New pockets and clips £2
 We are issuing a new style membership card that is protected in a waterproof pocket. This has to be displayed at all times when fishing to make it easier for the bailiffs to check. Please respect this new rule at all times.

Membership will run Jan1-Dec31 with new members being able to join from October 1st ie will be given a 15 month membership (good value even with the joining fee).
Renewal will have to be done by no later than 31 Jan every year or the re-joining fee will be applied.

Membership cards will be issued at the AGM but also from Border Angling in Galashiels as from 1 October.

Please attend the AGM and make your voice heard, remember the club is for the members and the more we put in the better it will become.

Tight lines

The Committee
